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Rodlojob Colakovis
Minister of Sciencs and Culture

. .

From Minister Colakovic's spsech at the Fecple's
Skupstina on the occasion of the Debate on tne Badget for
1949,

After amnouncing that the budget for the Minietry of Science and
Culture for 1949 amomnts to 1,0L%,623,000 iuars, and afier requesting
the Skupstina to approve it, Minisver Lolakovic sald among other things:

In. 1947, the sum of 3,653,000,000 diuars vas tudzgeted fer the neelds
of education and culture; in 1948, this sum amounted to 6,728,000,000
dinars, and in 1949, the amount kas risen to 8,625,000,000 dinare.

One of the most important of the cultural and educational protlems
vhich hed to be goived after the var was the elimination of illiteracy.
From the tiws of the libarstion of the country to May 1948, according to
incomplete reports, 1,500,000 persons iearned to read snd write. In loes
‘than 2 full years of the FPlan, 1,030,000 persons Jesrned to read and write,
vhich ir proportiom to the task set -- the complete elimination of illiter-
agy -- represents a realization of arout 50 percent.

The Tusoslav Army and the Psople’'s Youth of Yugoslavia heve an import-
ant role in the elimivecicn of illiteracy.

During 1947 and the first hulf »f 1948 sloms, 122,260 soldlers on
active duty in the Yugoslav Army learmed to read and write. In the course
of the work of the Peoples' Youth on only three cf the large Youth build-
ing projects (Samec-Sprajevo line, the Rrotherhood =nd Tnf*w THahway
between Belgrade and Zagreb, and New olgrz&-" 7,600 of the youth learred
4o raad and writes' .
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AESEAGIED .

The development of education in Yugoslavia is showing a comstani
inerease in hoth the mumber of schools and the number of pupils. The
Y-year primsry schools still represent the mass type of primary
#chooling in Yugoelavia, In the 1947-U8 schopl year, thare were
10,052 primary echools with over 1,600,000 pupils, and in 19u8-49,
there &re 12,562 schools with about ths same number of pupile. The
increase in the number of primary echools since the war can be realized
only when comparsd with the mumber of primary schools before the war,
vhich in 1938-39 totsled 8,956 schools. According to this, the index

- of increasse totals 40 percent. ’ ’

In 1947-48 there wers 1,139 seven-year sckools and lower and higher
gyrmasis, and in 1948-49 there are 1,20k, :

The total number of pupils of the 7-year schools ~nd lower end higher
gywnasia increased from 310,185 in 1947-48 to 36h,23% in 1948-49 that
1e, by 17 percent. S _

Consldsring the fact Shat 90,000 persons are to be enrolled In the
intermediate technical schools by the end of the Five-Year Plan, the
course of ihwtruction in the intermediate technlcal schocls has been
shortened ‘to 2 yeark: This shovtening of the progeem hes sonnidarabls
affocted the 'quality of the Yersonnel su that 1t will be necessary to
reintroduce the L-year and, In some instances, a 5-year course of téch-
nical instruction during the.next .school year. Beside thiam, it well be
necessary %o link instruction in the techpicel schools more closely
vwith industry emd with the needs of our economic development. For
example, ae yot ws 3o not have intermsdiate technical schools for the
petroleum industry or for tho mechanizetion of agricmlturs, whlch are
indispensable to the fature dsvelopment of Yugoslavia.

Great attention is fuvoted sleo to the training of siilled labor,
vwhich serves the purpose of raising the quulifications of the working
closs, The yumber of students in the schools for apprertices in industry
totaled 41,564 in 1947, and 69,254 in 1948, that 1a, 1t increased 67
percent, Besjsde this, 31,000 skilled and 18,000 semwiskilled workers
have teen qualified through courwses.

Our universitlee and advanced schools have experienced a special
development; which kes created favorable conditions for scientific
vork and fzr the ihstruction of highly skilled persomnel of the liberal
professions, In 1947 there were 49 colleges and advanced schools, while
in 1948 thers weve 62 colleges end advanced schoole in the Paoples’
Republic of Yugoslavia, including the dspartments of the techrnical colleges
in BoYgnds, vhich have fsveloped irio dopartments of the Sckool of Tech-
nology. A college of diplomacy and journalism has also baen established
in YTugoslavia for the first tims. The Peoples' Republic of Macedonia
and the Peoplea' Republic of Bosnia and Hercegovina have successfully
developed theiv own universities, which more and more ars becoming the
centers of these republios ir enite of the inadequate preparation and
the scarcity of trained teaching personnel.

The number of etudonts in all Yugoslav Universities in the school
yoar 1947-48 totaled 46,432, and for the school year 1948-49 the pumber
tofales 56,084, Twelve thousend students have enrolled for this school

' year, exceeding tho eurollment plan, and an additional 7,000 apeclal
students have been regietered. A defect in the work of Yugoslav universi-
ties 1s tke small number of students studying for degrees. By granting
scholarships the Govermment Las mads it poesidble to educate a grea!l number
of atudents. The number of scholarskipe granted to students has {ncreased
every year. For the 1947-48 school year there were 14,140 scholership
stufents, and for 1948-49, thers are 22,000 scholarshir students.
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MWEI : S STAT]
‘In 19h9. the govermnent will build etudent housing in Balgrade P
Zagreb,; Ljubljana, Sképlde, and Sarajsvo to improve living cendit Lons

and work of our students, The auw of 625 million dinars has been
allocated in the budget for thu,

The year 1948 has drought a considerable rise 1 the cultural field.
For ~example, the number of pormanent theaters, of which there were 47 in
167, rowe to-30 in 150, and the seating capacity in the theatsrs was
inoreased from 29,373 to 31, 51»3, . :

In 1547, 2,590,000 dinsre were "distributed as awards for artistic
work to 260 suthoirs, ar*_d_stn, actors, etc. In 1948, 6 933,000 dinars
was distributed arong 301 cultural worlksra.

The Yugoalav: radio plays an important role in the political and
culturel: education of the people. The total power of all our stations
amounted to 93,3 kllowatts in 1947, that 1s,3.5 times more than in 1939, '
Sixteen radio statioms with a total power of 167.1 kilovatte opurdes

.iinYugoslavia“ tolday. Of thia fumber, 15 are in the medium band, ang one
3a'in. the short-wave band, 1In 1939, tne purber of radio subsoribers
toteled (155,113, and today the number totals 253,975, 'hile ‘s small,

\-L tha pamehaw. wdT3 dnﬂn-n-- Aann+nw+1w (Y] Vugr\q1nv{n will enon 'l-.nn{n

domztic procluction of radid apparatua.

. :The Yugoslav film industry 18 showing perceptibie success. The
construction of Film City near Belgrade .173 creating favorable conditions
for the production of domeatic {ilms.

In 1947, 13,301 widdlo-school examinations were taken by officers
and noncomrissioned officers in the Yugoslav Ariy. In the first 6 months .
of 1948 alone, 11,165 examinations were takon.

In 191&’{, 3,540 lectures on science and art were given to the officers
in officers' quarters and clubs, and in the firet 6 months of 1G48, 1,761
lectures were given. In 1947, 2,880 cultural classss wers held for officera,
end in ths firat 8 monthe of 19h8 alons, 2,136 wers iald, In 19L7, over T
70,C00 lectures on gemeral education subjecte for soldlers were gilven.
In 10 monthe of 1948, 48,630 cultural and recrsational evenings were held
for the soldiers in the Yugoslav Army, and 74,208 members of the Tugoslav -
Army participsted in choss contesia. ]

The officers and moncommiseioned officers of the Tugoslav Army in
1948 alone bought over 1,303,879 copies of bonke and pamphlets from the
army bookstore for their own versonal libraries.

~END -

> ogEht S K M

Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 201 1/07/07 CIA-RDP80- 00809A000600240629 7




